RESOLUTION NO. 24487

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF
FUNDS FROM THE CHATTANOOGA HIGH SCHOOL
MEDAI. FUND AND THE OCHS-OAKES HIGH SCHOOL
MEDAL FUND TO THE HAMILTON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO CONTINUE TO
PROVIDE STUDENT MEDALS.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA,
TENNESSEE, That the City Finance Officer be and is hereby authorized to transfer funds from
the Chattanooga High School Medal Fund in the approximate amount of $4,900.00 and the
Oéhs—Oakes High School Medal Fund in the approximate amount of $10,400.00 to the Hamilton
County Department of Education to continue to provide student medals.

ADOPTED: Juge 28 , 2005
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RECEIVED

Andra N. Oakes, Esquire MAR 142005
1862 Upshur Street, NN'W. Superintendent’s Office
Washington, D.C. 20011

(202) 291-3946

March 9, 2005

Dr. Jesse Register

Superintendent of Schools, Hamilton County
6703 Bonny Oaks Drive

Chattanocoga, Tennessee 37421

Mayor George W. Ochs-Oakes Award for Graduating
High School Seniors

Dear Dr. Register:

| am writing an behalf of the family of the late John B. Oakes. Mr. Oakes was the son of
George W. Ochs-Oakes, who was mayor of Chattanooga from 1893 to 1897. Mayor
Ochs-Oakes died on October 26, 1931, leaving a Will dated November 23, 1934, which
was admitted to probate on December 31, 1931. A copy of the relevant portion of the
Will is enclosed for your reference, '

Among the Ochs-Oakes bequests was one to the Board of Education of the City of
Chattanooga. As you will see from Article 3(b) of the Will (highlighted), the income from
this bequest was to be used anmnually for medals for outstanding Chattancoga high

school graduates.

In 1866, Mayor Gene Roberts informed Mr. Oakes that the last record of medals being
awarded to high school students was in 1979. Mayor Roberts also informed Mr. Qakes
that the Ochs-Oakes High School Gold Medal Fund (Fund 4011) has a balance of §
4,177.95, and that the Ochs-Oakes High School Medal Fund (Fund 4013) had a
balance of $ 3,622.88. in 2001, the family was informed by Jim Boney, then the CFO of
Chattanooga, that Fund 4011 had a balance of $ 4,635, and that Fund 4013 had a

balance of $§ 10,6489.

In June, 1966, Mr. Oakes, Margery Oakes (his wife), Ruth Hoimberg and | met with
Mayor Roberts. At that meeting, it was agreed that the city would arrange for the annual
income from Fund 4011 and Fund 4013 to be devoted to the purchase of books (rather
than medals) for presentation to one graduating senior (“male or female, white or black”
in the words of the Wifl) from each of Chattanboga’s public high schools. The awards, {o
be chosen by a committee of teachers in each of the high schools, would go to the
graduating senior who had demonstrated the most outstanding qualities of citizenship
during his or her high schoof career. “Citizenship” would include, specifically, some form
of community service. The awards would be accompanied by a framed certificate
slating that the award was provided by, and in memary of, Mayor George W. Ochs-
Oakes, mayor of Chattancoga from 1893-1897.

After the 1966 meeting, the family did not hear anything further about the activation of
the high school awards. (As a result of the family's recent inquiries, it is our
understanding that the Chattanooga police and fire departments are now preparing o
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reactivate the annual Ochs-Qakes awards to members of those depariments.)
We very much hope that the agreementis that were discussed with the cily in 1968 can

be fulfilled. John B. Oakes was very proud of the contributions made by his father, Mayor
Ochs-Qakes, to the city of Chattanooga. The revivat of the high school awards would be

altogether fitting and proper.

The family is anxious 1o know whather you will reinstitute the high school awards.
if you decline to do so (but we hope very much that you will agree to use the bequest),
the funds must revert to Mayor Ochs-Qakes’ heirs, as stipulated in the Will.

Thank you for looking into his matter. We jook forward to your prompt reply.

Sinceraly,

Andra N. Oakes

Enclosure



soon as possible after my ‘decease, my funeral expenses and any o
other of my porsonal obligations, T diréct that my body be interred .,
along31de my wife i the Crypt underfieath” my lot fn+Bt" szu
e r-:Cemetery, Frankford Phlladelphla Pa. I direct as soon as possi-
ble after my’ mterment that thereibs- carved at the ‘head ‘of ‘the'~
monument which has been erééted on' the lot’ in“the ‘third panel
th rgght Iookmg West, these words: ... .
“GEORGE" WASHINGTON OPHS-OAKE
o October 27 1861 (Insert’ here date of my death)
R ; | HIS WIFE . R
L The Words, “Hls Wlfe” to be carved 1mmedlately above the name
“Ber tle Gans Ochs” in said panel. = :

‘ I further chr ect that my Executors and Trustees at the same. |
' time have ‘cast a bronze tablet to be placed _thhm tl_le space. Ieft'
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Slnal Cemetery _‘_,he sum of One Thousand DOHaIS ($1 OOO) whlch S
sum 1 1s t0, be apphed by the Cemeterz A,imatlon Fund for the
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re" f‘;”r’ny 'cemetery“lots -at’ sald""*tfefneter‘

i -—‘uﬁ

3 I direct my Executors and Trustees topay unto.the follows
ing institutions, Trustees and mdlvzdudls the respective amounts
hereln followxng, said lepacies and bequests to be pald clear of
all taxes, as follows, to Wit :

(a) To the Library Association of the Clty of Chattanooga, _
Tennessee the -sum .of One Thousand Dollars .($1,000). to-be
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dred subjects, said books and docuz_nents to be placed in a special
alvocg in said Library to be designated “The George W. Ochs-
Oakes Alcove” with an appropriate tablet indicating that I was
Mayor of Chatt.unoogn Tennesacc Awo terms, to w:t 1893-4 and

.Y s h'-u..t

189-1-§-6 an ‘that L was one. of the &o dmg in 'tg
.;;Iob?ar’; ‘ q gatmn “and was' th L}?‘d '% ?g‘l
; Assoczatmn in’ 1897—1898 1899, -
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,of One Thousa__d DoHars ($1 000) in trust the 1ncome from sald
sum to be expended annually in the purchase of su:table medals
under the dlrectmn of the said Board of . Educatlon to be pre-
sented annual!y at the close of the Public Schools of Chattanooga
satosth thoseﬁgraduates of the High: SchoolgTofFald: Citysmale and..
;Eemale whlte and black as said Board of Eduoatlon" shall deter-
mine, said, medals to be suitably inscribed as the “Former Mayox
George W. ‘Ochs-Qakes (Pr esident of the Board of Educatlon

1896- 99)" medals

. (c) To the Board of Mayor and A]dermen of the C1ty of
Chattanooga Tennessee, the sum of One. Thousand Dollars,
($1,000) in trust the income from said fund to be expended _
annually by the proper executives of sald City of Chattano.o_ga,m e
the purchase of suitable medals, gifts or tokens for such member '

or members of the Palice Department of the City of Chattanooga

and for such member or members of the Fire Department of the

City of Chattanopga as the proper executlves of such city deem

‘ entitled to special recognition for service during each successwc

S yearys '_____Smedals,egofts ‘or-tokeng ity be‘,s‘mtab}‘;'j;_“ S A e
memorial gift by “George W. Ochs-Oakes who was Mayor of '
Chattanooga during the years 1893-1897 and President of the

Police Comumnissloy of Challunooga, 15801-1802" and to be known

as the “Former Mayor George W, Ochs-Oakes Medals,”

If these bequests to the Departinents of the City of Chatta-

nooga are not officially accepted by the proper author,ltles, they
121
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arve to be cancelled and the amounts so bequeathed shall then
remain in my general Estuls

(Y Totihe Trustees of the Julius and Bertha Ochs Memorial
Svnagogtie at the City of Chattancoga the sum of One Thonsand
Dollars {$1,00%) to be ¢xpended by said Trustees in any manner
they determine for the use or adoynment oy the acquisition of any
suitable fixture or’ appliance or avticle or articles for sald
Memorial Synagogue,

(¢} To the Times Printing Company of Chattancoga, Ten-
nessee, the sum of Thiree Thousand Dollars ($3,000) in trust, the
income from said sum to be applied annually to the fund for “The
Chattanooga Times Neediest Cases,” said annual subseription to
be donated to said fund “in Memory of Chattanvoga's Mayor,
1803-1897, George W. Ochs-Oakes.” In the event that the Chat-
tancooa Pimes cosnes tavae o fimd scnmndie for 7The Nenadinet
Cases,” then this beguest is to be trusteed by said Times Printing
Company of Chattanooga to the Associated Charities of Chatta-
nooge, Tennessee, to be apypiied in the same manner and with the
same words as is sel forta in the preceding sentcice.

(f) To the New York Times Compaay the sum of Two
Thousand Dollars, ($2,0003 in trust, the incoime of « hich shall be
applied aupually to “The Mew York Times Neoediest Cases” and
to be recorded annualiv ax o conbribntion »In Momere of Groreo
VWL Ochs-Qulies™ T0 e N Yol e Gl onuinies s anni
eharity heowsn as 2070 N o ey T e e said New Yol
Times Covmigeen o CLTLrL Y prapel oo
means, shadl tranaer Cals oo e o sl i to tie Federation
of Jewish Charities o1 tue {10y o New York, which said S2.006
trust fund shall be annuaily aoplied n the manneyr indicated for

The New York Times Company, viz.: “In Memory of George W.
Ochs-Oakes.”

.
f) Leoniima suiees oo the Hoelrew Union College at
vl Diediors (RO
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my death out of my Tostites Diaving puud S0 o vear interest o
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